


Today

1. What the circular economy is and why it is important.

2. How other cities and local communities support the 
circular economy.

3. What can Lancaster West do?



54% 
66% 

What percentage of its life is a 
car used for driving?

8%, 25%, 52%8%

Question 1:



Question 2:

54% 
66% 

On average how many minutes is a 
power drill used for in its lifetime?

18, 65, 22318,



Question 3:

54% 
66% 

What percentage of electronic and 
electrical equipment taken to UK tips 
could be resold as is or viably 
repaired and resold?

23%, 34%, 50%23%



Our current economic 
model is linear

of global GDP 
generation

85%
of global resource 

consumption
of global GHG 

emissions
of global solid 

waste production

75% 60-85% 50%



A CIRCULAR ECONOMY IS BASED ON THREE 

PRINCIPLES DRIVEN BY DESIGN

Eliminate 
waste & 
pollution

Keep 
products & 
materials in 

use

Regenerate 
natural 
systems



It is a bigger idea, for better growth,
that tackles glocal challenges



What makes it 
circular? The 
value of the 
waste bread is 
captured and 
cascaded as an 
ingredient. The 
use of the bread 
also reduces the 
need for up to a 
third of malted 
grain in the 
brewing process.

Eliminate 
waste & 
pollution



ellenmacarthurfoundation.org ● @circulareconomy

PATAGONIA

What makes it 
circular?
Published 
repair guides, 
run repair 
workshops, 
encourage 
buying 
pre-worn 
clothes through 
their ‘worn 
wear’ resale 
platform. 

Keep 
products 

& 
materials 

in use



Venlo City Hall - Cradle to Cradle Building

What makes it 
circular? Healthy 
material choices, 
design for 
disassembly and the 
building has been 
designed in a way 
that it is able to purify 
air quality in a radius 
of 500m. It also 
generates renewable 
energy, filters and 
filtrates water.

Regenerate 
natural 
systems



€ 1, 800, 000, 000, 000*
* in Europe alone



HEALTH & 
ENVIRONMENT

ECONOMIC 
PRODUCTIVITY

JOBS, SKILLS & 
INNOVATION

COMMUNITY 
& SOCIAL 
PROSPERITY

RESOURCE 
USE

BROAD RANGE OF COMMUNITY BENEFITS 

Module: Factsheets

Reducing public spending 
The electrification of Shenzhen’s 16,000 buses resulted in 70% savings in 
fuel costs. 

Creating jobs in electronics refurbishment 
Refurbishing 1,000 tonnes of electronics creates 13 times more jobs than 
recycling the same amount.

Decreasing emissions from compact growth 
Barcelona and Atlanta have similar income levels and populations, however 
due to high urban density Barcelona has 26 times smaller urban transport 
area and 10 times lower CO2 emissions.

Reducing crime 
In Kansas City, crime in Kessler Park dropped by 74% the year that 2.6 
miles around it were turned car-free on weekends.

Reducing need for new products by renting clothing 
Per renter per year, online rental of clothes can result in 14 fewer garments 
being produced and disposed of, equivalent to net water savings of 37 m3 
and net material savings of USD 38.

CATEGORY EXAMPLES 

https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/circular-economy-in-cities/policy-levers
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/circular-economy-in-cities/factsheets




COMMUNITY LEVERS FOR CHANGE



SET A VISION ROADMAPS 
AND 

STRATEGIES



ENGAGE

CONVENING AND 
PARTNERING

AWARENESS 
RAISING

CAPACITY 
BUILDING



URBAN 
MANAGEMENT

(URBAN) 
PLANNING

ASSET MGT PUBLIC 
PROCUREMENT



INCENTIVISE

FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT

FISCAL 
MEASURES



REGULATE

LEGISLATION AND 
REGULATION



Visit our website - emf.org

LEARNING TOOLS & 
RESOURCES

Browse our Learning 
Hub for deep-dives into 
specific topics

LIVE ONLINE EVENTS

Aired on our social 
channels throughout the 
year, you  can tune in to our 
interactive broadcasts

https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/live-online-events
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/live-online-events

